Avoid Foolish Friends and Influences

Various Texts From Proverbs 1-3

1. An Invitation To Foolishness

a. Proverbs 1:10-13- When sinners entice you to ambush the innocent, do harm to others, steal and plunder, don’t consent.

b. Proverbs 2-3 tells us that people who invite you to these things are greedy, malicious against their neighbor, argumentative, envious of others, violent, and devious (all things that are not wise, all showing they don’t fear the Lord)

c. These people desire wealth, adventure, satisfaction, sex, and many other things, but as they pursue these things they will lose their life (not physically necessarily, although this can happen, but spiritually)

d. They are self-centered not God-centered and live with a worldly perspective and not an eternal perspective. They are willing to risk much for temporary satisfaction.

e. Wicked people who urge you to come with them will get you killed.
2. Father to Son: Avoid Sinners, Rebels, and the Worldly

a. Proverbs 1:15-19 tells us that these people are setting a trap for themselves and their greed will take away their lives.

b. Solomon takes all the seeming adventure and excitement out of being foolish and running with sinners by looking at where it gets you. 

c. They seek wealth in this life by taking advantage of others, but they will never attain true wealth that is eternal and can’t be taken from them. They are fools!

i. The reason we want wealth is we believe it will satisfy us, but it just leaves us wanting more. The reason we want wealth is to find security, but this is an illusion because no amount of money or possessions can add to your life.

ii. Matthew 16:26 tells us that gaining the whole world and losing our soul is a fools game.

iii. Matthew 6:19-21 tells us not to lay up treasures in this life that we can’t keep, but to lay up treasures in heaven that we can’t lose. Hearses don’t pull U-Haul trucks.

d. They seek adventure and excitement by doing things that are not allowed and by being risky when they are really rebels without a cause. They are fools!

i. They do not realize that true adventure and risk comes by being a part of God’s big story for the universe. 

ii. Matthew 28 calls on Christians to take the gospel to the nations and bring the salvation of King Jesus to all people for the greater cause of His glory. When that is what we are created for, but we’re busy pretending to be the king of our very small kingdom, we look like fools. When a country goes to war and has a real mission to accomplish, they don’t need guys who have committed their lives to playing war video games in an alternate universe. They need someone who understands what true risk is, what true bravery is, and what fighting for a real cause looks like. When a pro sports team needs to call someone up to help their team, they don’t go looking for folks that are really good at playstation, where they live in a fantasy land where they are really good at sports, they need someone with athletic ability, a knowledge of the game, a commitment to the team, and determination to work. In the same way, we are called to stop pretending we are the king or queen of our own kingdom and living for our own glory, because we are called to a much greater mission and purpose.

e. They seek temporary satisfaction but will never taste eternal satisfaction. As C.S. Lewis says, they are like children who scoff at the idea of a vacation at the sea because they are busy making mud pies in the back yard. Like children complaining about a steak and lobster dinner because they want some McDonalds, They are fools!

i. Psalm 16:11 says in God’s presence there is fullness of joy. So many of us treat our faith like a duty we must do. But God commands us not just to duty but to delight! God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him. He gets the most glory when our joy and hope are found in Him, not when we begrudgingly and out of duty obey His commands. 

ii. We have eternal joy offered to us in God, and yet we instead choose to go after and live for temporary satisfactions such as sex and drink and relationships and reputation. God wants us to be satisfied! He wants us to experience joy! And those are to be found in Him. (Read Lyrics to “Satisfied”)

f. The things they entice you with and seek can only be found in obeying God and keeping His commands as you live for Him, finding a greater wealth, a greater adventure, a greater joy, and a greater satisfaction!

3. What Must We Do?

a. Recognize that Solomon is calling us to wisdom that is found in fearing the Lord (living lives that honor and revere God, making Him our central reference point for everything). The Lord is Jesus Christ, so we must live wise lives, reflecting on the truths of the gospel as we make decisions. We must have the mind of Christ as our minds are renewed by His word. We must live with an eternal perspective. We must believe the gospel and let it mold and make us who God has made us to be! We can’t obey His commands, but Jesus has perfectly. We can’t know God, but believing in what Jesus has done for us on the cross means we have the Holy Spirit who renews our minds to know God and think His thoughts. What we can’t do, God did! Jesus is wisdom and Jesus is our life. If we are in Christ we must….

b. We must look at who influences us? 
i. Do our unbelieving friends influence us more than our believing parents or pastors? You probably get sick of adults telling you what to do and acting like they know it all, but you do the same thing. Think about your brothers and sisters that are younger than you. Think about babysitting children. Think about the dumb things they do sometimes and when they do them, you know better. It’s silly for a 4 year old to get advice from another 4 year old instead of someone who knows what they are talking about. 
ii. Does the ungodly media influence you more than God’s word? Our culture is running away from God in every area. And yet with no discernment we fill our minds with the worldviews and ideas and values of the world that are so anti-Biblical. Scripture calls us to be in the world, but not of the world. Scripture calls us to not love the world or the things of this world that are passing away.
iii. If the answer to those questions is yes, we must confess our sin to God and repent. Christians lives aren’t marked by being worldly and unwise.

c. This isn’t a call to not be friends with unbelievers and move to a monastery and read the Bible 19 hours a day. This is a call to be wise and be influenced by who God has called you to be influenced by. You should have Christian friendships. That doesn’t mean people who are mildly religious or say they are a Christian but live lives that don’t match that. This means you should be friends with people whose life is centered around Christ. That might mean finding friends a lot older than you. That might mean stepping out of your comfort zone. But don’t be a fool: If you play near fire, you will smell like smoke and if the only people you spend time with and are influenced by are unbelievers or mildly religious people, you will be more worldly than you are called to be and your life won’t reflect that Christ is the center of everything for you.

d. Solomon is having a father to son talk in this section of Proverbs and he is saying to his young son and to teenagers today, don’t be a fool, fear the Lord and trust the Lord, and avoid being influenced by fools.
